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PASTORALLY SPEAKING 
 

Christ is Risen! 

The radiant news of Christ's resurrection fills us with heaven-sent jubi-
lance. For the entire Paschal season, themes of healing, forgiveness, 
and joy will fill our liturgical services. We are reminded of the promise in  
1 Peter 1:3: "According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead." 

Let us keep in mind, however, that this is not a time when we can take a 
"spiritual vacation." As the Apostle Paul exhorts in Galatians 6:9: "And let 
us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do 
not give up." The joy of Pascha bears the deepest value in our lives 
when we continue in our spiritual work of prayer, abstinence from sin, 
and acts of mercy.  

Throughout the Paschal season, let us take care that we do not abandon 
the spiritual gifts we nurtured in our fasting. We must hold fast to what 
we have gained, following the wisdom of Hebrews 2:1: "Therefore we 
must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift 
away from it." 
 
As our Lord reminds us in the Passion Gospels that we heard during Ho-
ly Week, we must always be vigilant. In Mark 14:38, Christ warns us: 
"Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed 
is willing, but the flesh is weak." Regardless of the season or time of 
year, each and every day may bring us either defeat through our fall into 
sin or spiritual victory, by the grace of our Risen Lord. May the brilliance 
of our Lord's resurrection light our path on the way of all godliness and 
holiness.    

Love in Christ. 

Fr. Andrew Jarmus 

mailto:frandrew@stmarysoca.org
mailto:frbenjamin@stmarysoca.org
mailto:choirdirector@stmarysoca.org
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CHOIR NOTES 
 
I’m afraid I do not feel as articulate as I usually do 
these days. Fortunately, I know the readers of this 
article to be understanding folks, and I’m hopeful my 
clumsy attempt at articulating some recent thoughts 
will be somewhat understandable.  
 
Going through Holy Week and right through Pascha, 
I find myself reflecting on Life and Death, and relat-
ed, immortality. The quest for immortality, a common 
trope of fantasy stories: movies, books, and such. It 
pervades our society and our way of thinking, hinting 
at some deep-seated idea, perhaps, that it is attaina-
ble to us. Or, thinking about the Garden of Eden, I 
wonder if it’s also because it’s something we had 
and lost. Whatever the reason, we in the world 
search for it, and headlines are constantly proclaim-
ing that they have found the cure, and all one has to 
do is buy into whatever the article is selling.  
 

He who saved the three young men in the furnace 
became incarnate and suffered as a mortal man 

through His sufferings He clothed what is mortal in 
the robe of immortality He alone is blessed and  

most glorious, the God of our fathers. 
 

~ Paschal Matins Ode 7 
 
“[God] is clothing what is mortal with the robe of im-
mortality…” There it is. I’m not really surprised, to be 
honest. The church teaches that God is immortal, 
beyond time, without beginning or end, etc. The 
church also teaches Theosis, oneness with God. But 
here we get it plainly, God clothing what is mortal 
(like me and you), with the robe of immortality. But 
I’ve been to Pascha year after year. And before me, 
countless Orthodox Christians have done the same, 
and they all died.  
 

This is the day of resurrection. Let us be illumined,  
O people. Pascha the Pascha of the Lord! For from  
death to life and from Earth to Heaven has Christ  

our God led us, as we sing the song of victory.  
 

~ Paschal Matins, Ode 1  
 
Ah, perhaps this is the part I missed, “from death to 
life, and from Earth to Heaven has Christ our God 
led us…” So, Christ not only robes us in immortality, 
He also leads us to Heaven.   
 
This year, there have been quite a few more funerals 
than in other years, so the Kontakion is close at 
hand.  
 

With the saints give rest, O Christ, to the souls of 
Thy servants, where there is neither sickness nor 
sorrow and no more sighing, but life everlasting.  

 

~ Funeral, Kontakion  

New Member Applicants 
 

In accordance with the Bylaws, Article IV, Section 3: 
Notice of the new member application shall be pub-
lished in the next monthly Bulletin. The following in-
dividual(s) have submitted an application for mem-
bership to St. Mary's: Kathleen Durbin, Charlotte J. 
Forchevski, Bojan Forchevski, Jacob Schut.  If you 
have any comment pertaining to any applicant, 
please submit it to any Board member during this 45
-day period, which began with the publication of this 
Bulletin. 

 
Here we have some insight into the place where 
Christ is leading us with robes of immortality. A 
place where sickness, sorrow, and sighing do not 
exist. This brings me to one of the most favorited 
moments of the Paschal services:  
 

Do not lament me, O mother, seeing me in the 
tomb, the Son conceived in the womb without seed, 
for I shall arise and be glorified with eternal glory as 
God. I shall exalt all who magnify you in faith and in 

love.  
 

~ Nocturnes, Ode 9  
 
“Do not lament me…for I shall arise..” In other 
words, do not give in to utter despair. Hope. While 
this death may seem pointless right now, there is a 
point, and it involves Life. Grieve, be sad, but also 
hope, and do not despair.  
 
There are many, many more hymns of the church 
that we sing, and each one says what it needs to 
say way better than I ever could. I invite you to 
come to as many services as you can and to listen 
and attend to the words.  Ther’s a lot of wonderful 
stuff there. 
 
In Christ, 
Mark Wesche 
 

 
Open Choir Sundays 
The third Sunday of the month is Open Choir Sunday! If you 
have ever been interested, even a little, in singing with the 
choir; or want to come back up after a hiatus, or are even just a 
little curious, then join us! Matins starts at 7:45 a.m., and Litur-
gy starts at 9 a.m., and we'll be happy to have you in the loft 
singing with us. All are welcome! 
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PASCHA VOLUNTEER  
SIGN-UP SHEETS NOW POSTED 

 
Visit the bulletin board in the accessibility 
entrance of the Cathedral to sign-up for the 
following: 
 
❖ Vigil Watch – 2-hour shifts, 2 people per 
shift, to keep watch in the Cathedral  from 
4:00pm on Holy Friday through 10:30pm on 
Holy Saturday 

 
❖ Readers by the Tomb of Christ – 1-hour 
shifts, 2 people per shift, to read the Psalms and 
the Acts of the Apostles from 4:00 p.m. on Holy 
Friday through 11:00pm. Holy Saturday. 

 
❖ Processions – Persons needed to carry 
banners, etc. in the processions on Holy Friday 
evening, Pascha midnight, and for the Pascha 
afternoon Vespers Service. 

PRESIDENTS COLUMN 
 
As we enter this most sacred and beautiful season 
of the year, our parish finds itself joyfully busy with 
preparations for Pascha. This is a special and mean-
ingful time, and it takes many hands to make it all 
possible. 
 
I encourage all parishioners to consider how they 
might offer their time and talents in the coming 
weeks. Even a small contribution can make a signifi-
cant difference and strengthen the sense of shared 
purpose that defines our community. Help is always 
needed for our annual parish clean-up, as well as for 
processions, vigil, and reading at the Tomb of Christ. 
I encourage everyone to take part in whatever way 
they can. 
 
Work continues behind the scenes to support the life 
of the parish. One of our current priorities is filling 
the vital role of office administrator. This position is 
essential to maintaining clear communication, organ-
ization, and the smooth day-to-day operations of the 
church. We ask for your prayers as we seek the right 
individual to serve in this important capacity. 
 
Thank you for your continued dedication, generosity, 
and love for our parish. May this holy season be one 
of renewal, peace, and spiritual growth for all. 
 
In Christ, 
Scott Boris 
President Board of Trustees 

ANNUAL CHURCH  
AND GROUNDS CLEANUP 

 
The time for our Annual Cathedral 
Cleanup is nearing! We need YOU to 
join us.  With the work that is being 
done on the church repairs, we will need more help 
than ever to beautify the space before Pascha. Grab 
the work gloves, release the elbow grease, lasso 
your old brasso and come on down!  All ages are 
welcome! 
 

• Date: Lazarus Saturday, April 4th 

• Time: Following Liturgy with a goal to be done by 
 3:00 PM 

• Ask committee member if you have any 
questions 

 

If you are not available to help on April 4th, there are 
other opportunities to contribute.  Contact Sara Ann 
Pogorely, Sarah Varian, or Anna Memorich with 
questions. 

2026 PASCHAL GREETING 
 
If you would like your name or family name included 
in the Paschal greeting in the Sunday Messenger on 
April 12, please submit $20 along with the name(s) 
you would like listed to the parish office, by Monday, 
April 6. 
 
Payment may also be made via Venmo. When using 
Venmo, indicate that the payment is for the Paschal 
greeting and include the name(s) to be listed. 

 

RESERVED PEWS FOR PASCHA 
 
Pews can be reserved for our senior citizens for the 
Pascha midnight service.  Please email the church 
at office@stmarysoca.org or call 612-781-7667 to 
sign up by 11:00am on Wednesday April 8, , 2026.  
Reservations will be kept until 10:45pm on Satur-
day, April 11.  

mailto:office@stmarysoca.org
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SAVE THE 
DATES 

Saturday,  

September 26th - 
Sunday,  

September 27th 
 

Note from the chairman 

Our greatest need to succeed in our goals (to your left) Is 
you volunteering. We understand that the end of September 
can be a busy time and an opportunity to plan getaways, va-
cations, family events, but we kindly ask that you consider 
the festival first. To carry out these goals, we need all avail-
able parishioners to take part, and while we appreciate 
your donations to keep our festival running, your presence is 
much more appreciated 
 
As always this is your festival, St. Mary’s festival, so 
spread the word, and save the dates. 
 
I continue to serve humbly with my wonderful team and by 
the grace of God we’ll be able to pull off another spectacular 
year. 
 
In ICXC, 
Joseph Dmowski 

Our Goals 
________________________________ 
 
The following are our goals: 
 
Present Orthodoxy to the 
community and showcase our 
Cathedral 
 
Provide a stewardship 
(volunteering) opportunity for all 
Parishioners 
 
Develop community in NorthEast 
Minneapolis 
 
Raise funds for our Parish 
 

We need YOUR help 
________________________________ 
 
Personal Sponsors: If you would like 
to sponsor as a personal sponsor, 
please fill out the form in the messenger 
and follow the instructions on payment. 
If you have any questions or comments 
contact Sandy Tomczyk at 
sktomczyk@msn.com 
 
Business Sponsors: If you or some-
one you know would be a great candi-
date for as a business sponsor, please 
fill out the form below using the QR 
code.  
 
Contact Joe Dmowski at 
president@tasteofnortheast.org 
for questions or interest! 
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APRIL 2026, YOUTH & FAMILY CALENDAR 

Palm Sunday Procession 
 
All children and youth are invited to participate in 
the Procession of Palms at Liturgy on April 5, 2026 
during the Great Entrance.  Those participating 
should meet near the elevator after the sermon to 
receive a palm and to prepare for the procession. 

Reading at the Tomb 
 
Students & Families are invited to read at the Tomb 
of Christ following Holy Friday Vespers between 
4:00 - 4:30pm. This is an opportunity for families to 
participate in reading at the Tomb without commit-
ting to a time slot. Experience is not required, we will 
support even the youngest reader! Come to the 
reader-stand at the end of Vespers and read one 
verse, one chapter, or more. 
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Adopt-A-Camper 
 

Please visit: https://give.mn/wyzz9g to support St. Mary’s OCA Youth - Adopt A Camper.  
 
Donations would allow families that may have multiple children or have a financial crisis the opportunity to go to camp.  
No obligation, just the ability to attend camp with their peers.  
 
The grant can not be paid directly to the individual, but would be sent directly to vendors/invoice once approved. 

Lead the Myrrbearing women to Christ’s tomb. 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
 

To make a donation, visit our donation page: https://
stmarysoca.org/donate, scan the Venmo QR code below, or 
mail your donation to the Cathedral Office, attention Financial 
Secretary. Thank you for your generous support of our parish! 

 

Make a check payable to 
“St. Mary's Orthodox Cathedral"  

and mail it to: 
St. Mary's Orthodox Cathedral 

1701 5th Street NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 
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ST. GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN  
ORTHODOX CHURCH 

 

1250 Oakdale Ave, West St Paul 
 
 

“St. George Day”  Dinner and Hafli (music and 
dance) with John Khoury Band! 

 
Saturday, April 25th 

 
 *  Dinner from 7:00 pm-8:30pm 
 *  Music and Dancing begins at 8:30pm 
 *  Cash Bar 
 
$50. Adults 
$25. for children aged 8-17 years 
 
Advanced ticket purchase required.   
(No sales at the door) 
 
Contact George Khoury 651-208-3954 for tickets 
and questions. 

TWIN CITIES ORTHODOX NEWS 

 

The Twenty-first Twin Cities  
Pan-Orthodox Tea 

 
Saturday, May 2, 2026, 2:30-4:30 pm 

 
Hosted by St. George Coptic Orthodox Church 
 10605 36th Avenue N 
 Plymouth, MN 55441 
 
Come together for fellowship and share ideas to-
ward our common goals to learn from each other, 
share ideas for our parishes and to serve to be 
Christ-like. 
 
Presentation by Father Jacob 
 
Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share. 
 

For any questions, contact Amira Youssef at 
 763-221-4309 

 
Vespers at 5:00pm 
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Coffee Hour: Hosts Needed 
 

To sign-up to host Coffee Hour visit: https://bit.ly/coffee-hour-
signup. Please visit the sign-up and see if there is a Sunday 
you can volunteer to host. In the event that no one signs up for 
a given Sunday, we will still have a Coffee Hour, but only have 
coffee available. For more information about Coffee Hour and 
volunteering/hosting email coffeehour@stmarysoca.org or 
contact Liz Korba or Karen Doten. 

Flower Chart 2026 
 

The 2026 flower chart to sign-up for Sunday flowers is 
available online at: https://bit.ly/flowersignup. When signing up, 
enter your contact information (name & email), and for whom or 
what the occasion is (ex. in memory of John Doe). You may 
order flowers from your favorite florist and have them delivered 
(before 3 p.m.) on the Friday before to St. Mary’s Parish Center, 
1701 5th St NE, or you may bring the flowers to Saturday 
Vespers or before Sunday Liturgy.  

Article deadline for the  
May 2026 

Cathedral Monthly Bulletin  
is Monday, April 16. 

Update Contact Information 
 

Moving or have a change of phone number or email? Please 
contact the Church Office with your new address contact 
information (office@stmarysoca.org or 612-781-7667). 

Many Years! 
 

Happy Birthday to all who celebrate their birthdays in 
April and especially to Barbara Skrbich who celebrates 
her 90th birthday on April 6. 
 
Happy Anniversary to all who are celebrating this 
month: 
 

Tom & Karen Varian April 07 55 yrs 
Joseph & Renee Schumacher  April 19  46 yrs 
George & Laurie Zurbey   April 19  46 yrs 
Protodn Mark & Celi Griffin   April 21  47 yrs 
Jasper Tjaden & Sara Tomczyk   April 22    9 yrs 
Douglas & Kimberly Holtz  April 23  49 yrs 
Alexander & Deb Korluka  April 26  46 yrs 
Tim & Cheryl Morse   April 29  54 yrs 
Todd & Lyudmila Sandell  April 29  19 yrs 
Andrey & Erin Scheglowski  April 29  19 yrs 
Steven & Kati Kalina   April 30  15 yrs 
 

May God grant you many years! 

Cathedral Office Hours Update 
 

Currently, the office hours will be changing from week to week.  
April hours will be Tuesdays 11-3:00pm and Fridays 10-3:00pm.  
Please check the weekly messenger or the St. Mary’s website 
for updates. 

Thank you 
 
Thank you to all who placed grave site candles at 
the 2nd February Candle Parastas at the Cemetery.  
We started on St. Herman’s Day in December 2013 
with John Felegy and Earl Langlais!  Fr. Andrew 
Jarmus and Fr. Benjamin Tucci were joined by Mark 
Wesche leading the choir again. The Ljubisavljevic 
Family and especially Jela provided the lovely 
dinner, as Sandra L. worked the kitchen.  Mary Ann 
Tich and Polly Walker contributed the delicious 
desserts.  First man to arrive and leave was once 
again the hardworking Dan Miller.  All for just some 
filbert nuts!  See you Tuesday, February 2, 2027, 
and yes it will be nice weather again!   

-- Mike Fredrikson 

Office Administrator Job Posting 
 

St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathedral is seeking an Office 
Administrator to oversee the daily operations of the 
church office. It includes answering phones, greeting 
visitors, making arrangements for services, schedul-
ing the use of the building, maintaining church data-
base, and other general administrative and light 
bookkeeping duties. Hours: This is a 40 hour a week 
position that can be split into two part-time positions 
(20/20, 30/10, 25/15 etc.). Hours are flexible with 
some regular weekday office hours required. Salary: 
$20 to $25/hr depending on experience. Benefits: 
Full time position is eligible for benefits; part time 
position is not. For a full list of the duties, job require-
ments, and application information, contact us at 
hr@stmarysoca.org. We will be accepting applica-
tions until April 1st and expect a new hire to start 
around May 1st. 
 
How to apply: 
Email your cover letter and resume by April 1, 2026, 
to hr@stmarysoca.org, and indicate whether you are 
interested in full-time or part-time work. Candidates 
will be sent a questionnaire and application to com-
plete prior to interviews.  
 
Perohi Update - 2026  
We will meet on Mon/Tues, Mon/Tues Apr 20 & 21. 
Scooping and rolling filling begins at 9 a.m. on Mon-
day, and filling, pinching and bagging begins at 9 
a.m. on Tuesday.  Please contact Janice Strauss 
(jmbstrauss@gmail.com) with any questions. We 
invite and encourage anyone who can join us in our 
efforts to produce this much sought after product in 
service to our Cathedral. Thank you! 

mailto:hr@stmarysoca.org
mailto:hr@stmarysoca.org
mailto:jmbstrauss@gmail.com
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Cathedral Information 
 

1 The Visitation Ministry is continually updating its list of 

parishioners who are homebound or in nursing homes and 
would like to be on our Visitation List. If you or a loved one is 
a member of St. Mary’s and physically unable to attend 
church and church activities and would enjoy a visit or 
telephone call from a member of our Visitation Committee, 
please notify the Church Office (612-781-7667). 

 

1 Moving? Please contact the Church Office with your new 

address and phone number (office@stmarysoca.org or 612-
781-7667). 

 

1 Church Envelopes Please contact the Church Office if you 

want to: (a) receive envelopes weekly or monthly; (b) stop 
envelopes; (c) combine envelopes (e.g., to receive only one 
set per household); (d) correct information on the envelope 
(including the title, e.g., from Mrs. to Mr. & Mrs.). 

Please give a warm welcome to our new mem-
bers:  
Marilyn Johnson, Peter Miller, Logan Roufs & Jeff 
Zibley.  
 
Baptisms: 
Nicolai Silverdahl, 2-21-2026 
Thaddeus Silverdahl, 2-21-2026 
 
Funerals: 
Mary Ann Uram, 2-25-2026 
Joseph Neumann, 3-02-2026 
Paul Zurbey, 3-10-2026 
 

TRANSITIONS: 

 

GENERAL FUND  
In memory of Penny Peters 
  From Family and Friends 
 

In memory of Elsie Porianda 
 From Family and Friends 
 From Mr. & Mrs. W. Varhol 
 

In memory of Joe Neumann 
 From Family & Friends 
 From Dorothy O’Reilly, Patricia Oestreich 
 

In memory of Mary Ann Uram 
 From Family and Friends 
 

In memory of Paul Zurbey 
 From family & Friends 
 
CANDLES 
In memory of David Payne 
 From Ellen Duncan 
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
In memory of Paul Zurbey 
 From family & Friends 
 

For the PARISH HOMES PROJECT 
In memory of Elsie Porianda 
 From Bob & Helen Feiker  
 

For CATHEDRAL REPAIRS 
In memory of Joe Neumann 
 From Family and Friends 
 

CEMETERY OPERATING FUND 
In memory of Joe Neumann 
 From family and Friends 
 

In memory of Paul Alexander 
 From Anonymous 
 
ST. MARY’S ENDOWMENT FUND 
In memory of Joe Neumann 
 From Family & Friends   
 
ICONOGRAPY FUND 
In memory of Joe Neumann 
 From Family & Friends 
 
MEOCCA (The MN Eastern Orthodox Christian 

Clergy Assoc.) 
From January Special Collection 
 
MISSIONS 
From Coffee Hour 
 
WOMEN’S CLUB 
In memory of Joe Neumann 
 From Family & Friends 

CONTRIBUTIONS  for  APRIL  MONTHLY 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
In memory of Steven D. Dordan (1965-2025) 
 From Carol Dordan (Memory Eternal!)  
 
Please Note:  If you would like a donation or memorial 
you’ve made to be published, please be sure to write “to be 
published” or “publish” on the donation. Donations received 
after the 15th of the month will be published in the 
following month’s bulletin. In the event that a memorial or 
donation that you requested to be published has not been 
published, please contact the Cathedral Office. 
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Open Space  
Available 

 
(Contact the Cathedral Office) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Northeast Chapel 

29th and Johnson St. NE 
(612)781-6828 

 

 Washburn McReavy 
FUNERAL CHAPELS  

&  
CREMATION SERVICES 

 

Southeast Chapel  
2nd and Central Ave. SE  

(612)379-2368  
 

 
You may rent ad 

space here! 

 

 
 

 
Copywriting/Communications 

Graphic Design/Book Marketing 

Susan O'Reilly   612.599.3637 

info@oreillycreative.com 

www.oreillycreative.com 

ICONS 
David Johnson 

759 NE Pierce Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

612-378-0606 

 

 
 

  

Serving our parish since 1908 with 
dignified, compassionate service. 

Kozlak-Radulovich Funeral Chapel 
 

 

Nick Radulovich, Owner - Director 
Danielle (Radulovich) Nelson - Director 

1918 University Ave NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 789-8869 

 

Joel D. Van Nurden 
Attorney and Counselor at Law 

www.vannurdenlaw.com 
 

612-455-8945 
joel@vannurdenlaw.com 

 

Trust & Estate Litigation 
Real Estate Litigation 

Business Litigation 

 

Walker Linn Team 
 

TODD WALKER,  
Realtor, GRI 

todd@walkerlinnteam.com 

C: 612-860-0374 
 

 

Thinking about… 
Buying or Selling?   

We’d like to help you… 
It’s what we do. 

Contact us at: 

Aaron - 612.203.2063  

 Mike - 612.618.1288 

 

 

www.LOMCP.com 

medicalcrisisprogram@gmail.com 

 

  

 

77 Broadway Street NE 

Minneapolis, MN 55413 

Phone: (612) 379-8811 

Tom Archambault 
2801 Kenzie Terrace 

St Anthony, MN 55418 

mailto:joel@vannurdenlaw.com



